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quently the exploits of this brave brigade swept across the
cables in such force that within twenty-four hours all Amer-
ica was thrilled to the marrow,
Belleau "Wood is near Chateau-Thierry. In the confusion
which resulted from that fact, the latter became a magic
name associated with the Marine Brigade, yet not a single
Marine fought in the battle of Chateau-Thierry.
It was our Seventh Machine Gun Battalion which was at
the moment fighting the desperate battle of Chateau-Thierry.
The battle went on, unheralded, piling up the enemy forces
who attempted to take the bridges. Fighting became so hot
that, French engineers sent first one, then the other, of the
bridges into the air with TNT. The first bridge that was
destroyed cut off an American squad on reconnaissance duty
in German territory.
Because of censorship rules the whole story of the Seventh
Machine Gun Battalion at Chateau-Thierry was smothered,
or rather, overshadowed by the equally thrilling story of
the Marine Brigade. Thus was the news of the arrival of the
first Americans on the Marne virtually killed.
When Mowrer and I were permitted many days later to
cable the tale of the heroic machine-gunners, the censor
relentlessly blue-penciled any mention of their unit which
might have identified them with the Third American Divi-
sion, Regular Army. They were just "machine-gunners.*'
American newspaper readers already had the story of the
Marines, hence the deleted despatches gave the impression that
our "machine-gunners" were the Soldiers of the Sea. In fact,
so strong was this belief that a headline writer in New York
carefully labeled my lengthy cable: ffMarines at Chateau-
Thierry"
Without in the least minimizing the great valor of the
Marine Brigade at Belleau Wood, I believe, even after years